THE MAN I KNEW

Leuze Wood and Douglas was quite satisfied -with the
way things had gone* The French, too, were getting on
well. The weather had been very bad with heavy rain, but
this time the wet ground had been more unfavourable for
the enemy and had rendered more difficult the task of
moving back his guns.

Mr. Asquith, the Prime Minister, arrived on the 6th.
Douglas enjoyed talking with him very much, especially
after dinner when the old man had enjoyed Douglas's
special brandy. He always seemed happy in Douglas's pre-
sence and appeared to enjoy his visits to Douglas's
headquarters immensely. His mind was so alert and he
followed with great interest and understanding the com-
plicated map that Douglas used to illustrate his points.
Mr. Asquith visited the First and Second Annies and
Douglas was most encouraged by his expressions of
appreciation regarding the efficiency of all that he had
seen. Mr. Lloyd George also arrived a day or two later
accompanied by a crowd like a lot of Cook's tourists. Alan
Fletcher, who was in charge of the catering, had a lot of
worry trying to arrange matters to fit in with the compli-
cated nature of the visits they wished to pay. Douglas sent
me a very charming letter written by Mr. Asquith after he
left, and drew an interesting comparison between him and
Mr. Lloyd George. He mentioned, however, that he really
got on with the latter very well but that he found him flighty
and always liable to change his plans. Lloyd George's un-
punctuality annoyed Douglas very much, and he always
gave him the impression that he considered the methods
adopted by the French much superior to those of the British.
He seemed entirely under the influence of M. Albeit
Thomas, the French Minister of Munitions, who could per-
suade him to do anything he wanted, and could extract all
sorts of promises from him. In fact it almost looked as if
Mr. Uoydi George was prepared to promise him anything.
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